
 
Pastor’s Update  

Friday, September 11, 2020 

 

Greetings Bethel of Mound  

Families and Friends, 

“So let’s do it—full of belief, confident that we’re presentable 

inside and out. Let’s keep a firm grip on the promises that keep 

us going. He always keeps his word. Let’s see how inventive we 

can be in encouraging love and helping out, not avoiding 

worshiping together as some do but spurring each other on, 

especially as we see the big Day approaching.” 

Hebrews 10:22-25 MSG 

 
The nip of fall is in the morning air; the sun shines a little lower in the sky and sets a little earlier 

every evening.  As summer draws to a close, our eyes turn to the colorful season which is about 

to be revealed.  I pray that you can look back on the past days of summer with satisfaction and 

peace.   

It has been good to have a spring and summer with a slower pace, for Lord knows, the stresses of 

a pandemic, of racial unrest, and of economic disruption have kept our souls racing.  We’ve 

needed time to react, accept, and adjust.  We’ve needed the longer days to quiet our minds and 

souls. We’ve needed a summer to just breathe.  We’ve had time to do just that, but as I said in 

my last Update to you, the work and mission of the church goes on, despite the disruptions and 

inconveniences.  And so, as the maples turn from quiet green to fiery orange, so we too must 

return with passion to the work of the Holy Spirit once again.   

CHURCH CONFERENCE – THIS SUNDAY, SEPT. 13th – A Church Conference is being 

called so that we may press forward with our call as Christ’s church.  This meeting will be held 

virtually for the purpose of approving the Lay Leadership roster for 2020-2021, updating our 

Membership Lists, and reviewing a first set of protocols for safely re-gathering as small groups.  

Your Executive Team will also be sharing brief reports on the state of the church.  To access this 

meeting after our online worship, follow these simple instructions:  

 For both audio and visual capabilities, use a computer or tablet  

  Simply click on this link meet.google.com/gyp-twnh-cga 

  Or go to meet.google.com  

  And type gyp-twnh-cga into the box labeled “Enter a code or link” 

https://meet.google.com/gyp-twnh-cga?hs=122&authuser=1


  

Or for audio only, use your phone and dial 1-508-784-6049 

 Then at the prompt, enter 258 330 041#  

All are welcome to tune in and participate, however, only professing members may vote on the 

issues presented.  If you have any concerns about accessing this meeting, please do not hesitate 

to let one of us know; we want everyone to be able to join in.   

STAFFING TWEAKS – No major changes are anticipated in our staff positions as we move 

into the program year.  Rajean Paulus-Sanberg, our Office Administrator, will actually be 

providing approx. 10 more hours per week with us in order to take on the coordination of our 

Children’s Ministries, and Sue Oelke, our contracted Technology and Worship Assistant for the 

summer, will be continuing on in that capacity but with fewer hours due to her full-time teaching 

position at Anoka-Hennepin Roosevelt Middle School.  Please send them your appreciation and 

encouragement when you get the chance.   

LAY REP’S REPORT – Our Lay Representative to Annual Conference, Rachel Dahl, has put 

together a six-minute summary of her take-aways from this year’s virtual Conference.  It is 

posted on Bethel’s Facebook page.  I found her reflections to be spot-on and her presentation to 

be top-notch; if you haven’t done so already, I encourage you to give her video a listen-to!  

INTERIM BISHOPS’ ASSISTANT NAMED – Bishop Ough will retire the end of this year, 

and Bishop David Bard will be our interim bishop for 2021.  Likewise, the bishop’s 

Administrative Assistant, Sheilah Kyburz, will be retiring at the end of March.  The new 

Administrative Assistant to the bishops in Minnesota and the Dakotas will be … Janet Beard!  I 

am immensely proud of her and know that this Conference / bishop will be blessed by her!  It is 

currently an interim position until a more permanent Bishop is elected and assigned.  A 

wonderful article is posted on the Conference website at Minnesotaumc.org.  I encourage you to 

reach out and share your congratulatory support (conf.sec@minnesotaumc.org).   

A new season is about to be revealed for all of our churches.  It is time for us as Christ’s hands 

and feet to recommit ourselves to the meaningful work before us.  I look forward to the 

ministries and programs which will slowly forth with all of their colors this fall here at Bethel.  I 

look forward to how inventive we can be in encouraging love and helping out.  And I look 

forward to being with all of you when that becomes possible again.  

 
          Pastor Jim Beard 
          763-300-9626 cell  

          Email: Pastor@BethelofMound.org   

https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/bishops-assistant-to-postpone-retirement-janet-beard-to-succeed-her-on-interim-basis-14235126

