
 

Pastor’s Update  
Thursday, December 24, 2020 

Greetings Bethel of Mound  

Families and Friends, 

“At once the angel was joined by  

a huge angelic choir singing God’s praises: 

Glory to God in the heavenly heights, 

Peace to all men and women on earth who please him.” 

Luke 2:13-14 MSG 

It seems that nothing can stop Christmas from 

coming – not political decrees, not worldwide pandemics, 

not grinches whose favorite saying of the season is, “Bah 

humbug,” and certainly not last-minute Minnesota snow 

squalls!  The birth of the Christ child was unstoppable.  

The love of God was unbeatable.  And the hearts of the 

people of Who-ville everywhere were undeniable.  We are 

the family of God, and we too may feel as alone as those 

shepherds on a hillside, but still the angels come with Good 

News – unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given!  

God, bless us, everyone!   

CHRISTMAS EVE IS HERE 

Today is Christmas Eve!  We will gather together online as we have done much of this 

year.  We will be broadcasting live from Facebook starting at 3:00pm.  I encourage you to gather 

together your family and friends, be they churchgoers or not.  I promise a couple of fun 

engagements for all ages, along with heartwarming stories and glowing candlelight.  Then at 

5:00pm, anyone who wishes to gather by the front steps of the church will sing carols together, 

drink hot cider, warm themselves by three fire pits, and sing Silent Night, all outdoors and 

physically distanced for safety.  The forecast is for frigid temperatures so dress warmly, or plan 

to stay in your vehicle with the heat on high!  This 30-minute gathering may be just what you 

need.   

IN THE COMING WEEKS 

The following two Sundays, you will be gifted with special messages from all five of 

Minnesota’s District Superintendents, as well as our retiring Bishop and our incoming interim 

Bishop for 2021.  The Production Team is being gifted with a two-week hiatus so they might 



enjoy this season with some peace of their own.  Our Celebration of the Lord’s Supper will be 

postponed one week until January 10th.  Worship will still be broadcast at 10:30am Sundays and 

your interactions with each other will continue to be live, even though the presentation will be 

pre-recorded.  I have heard all of their messages, and they are worth our attention.  Plan to be 

there! 

LOOKING AHEAD 

After that, our worship series for Epiphany is very 

timely – it is called “Better Together: The Power of the 

Threefold Cord.”  Our need to remain connected to each 

other and the Lord will be vital this winter; small groups will 

be forming again for nurture, study, service, and fellowship.  

After that comes Lent, and I have been looking forward 

to sharing this worship series with you since becoming 

your pastor.  It is called “4 Witnesses to the Truth” and is 

one of my favorites.  It explains why all of the stories of 

Jesus don’t sound alike.  If you liked “The Two Roads to 

Bethlehem” a couple of Advents ago, you would 

probably enjoy this one just as much (if not more so!).   

WITH A GRATEFUL HEART 

As we near the end of 2020, I wish to express my deep gratitude for all of your support 

throughout this ever-challenging year.  Bethel’s staff has gone the extra mile time and again in 

order to keep adapting to the changing scenery of ministry; they are exceptional and worthy of 

our thanks and praise.  Bethel’s Executive Team met more times than you know, prayerfully 

discerning each next difficult step with you in mind.  Bethel’s youth and their families were 

incredibly patient when graduations, confirmations, and more had to be altered and postponed.  

And you, Bethel’s faithful supporters have continued your generous giving of time, talents, and 

treasury through it all.  I have been blessed to be serving here with all of you this year, and 

therefore look forward to the future with joyful expectations!  Thank you all!   

I pray that nothing dims the joy in your heart as you welcome the birth of our Savior 

tonight.  This has been a Christmas like none other, so celebrate not what we are able to do, but 

what has been done for us. Be grateful not for the darkness of our days, but for the light that still 

shines forth in it.  Pray not for answers for everything we expect, but for the faith that sees us 

through everything unexpected.   

May the blessings of THIS season be yours, 

 

 

Pastor Jim Beard  

 



 


