
 
Pastor’s Update  

Friday, July 10, 2020 

Greetings Bethel of Mound Families and Friends, 

“He makes me lie down in green pastures;  

He leads me beside still waters. 

He restores my soul...”   

Psalm 23:2-3a NRSV 

 
The news these days is filled with so much anxiety and unrest; my 

soul picks up on that spirit when I dwell there too long or too 

frequently.  So, whenever I find myself in need of peace and quiet, I 

sit by the water feature in our backyard and allow the sound of these 

still waters to wash over me.  It is the perfect place to restore my 

soul.  I found the following prayer by Deb Wolf to also be renewing, 

and so thought I would pass it along your way for the times when 

your soul needs restoring as well…  

“Lord, hungry sheep don’t rest but those who are satisfied do. And in You, I am satisfied! My 

needs for today have been met and I trust You, knowing that they will be met again tomorrow. I 

can lie down and rest because I am content and at peace.  Your life-giving water gives me that 

peace. Your Spirit leads me and guides me … filling me with Your perfect hard-to-understand 

peace. And even when the world around me is chaotic and crazy, I know I am safe, secure, 

satisfied, and still.  You restore and strengthen the very core of who I am.  And because I am 

Yours, forgiven, restored, and renewed, I have all I need to trust and follow Your will for me … 

not to earn Your favor or polish my crown, not to impress the people around me, but simply to 

bring glory to Your name.  I want everyone to know the joy of living under my Shepherd’s care.”  

 

JOHN’S GOSPEL OF MEANING AND HOPE – There will be two series woven together 

this summer.  The first is based on characters and stories from 

the Gospel of John; it is a reminder of the new life that was 

realized by those whose faith was all but gone until Jesus 

came along.  It is aptly titled, “I Will Rise Again” and is a 

weekly reminder that you too can rise again with Christ.  The 

second is based on the style and techniques used in the 

Gospel of John; to get the most out of this version of Jesus’ narrative, we need to understand 

https://countingmyblessings.com/pray-psalm-23/


how to go to the deeper levels of meaning which John 

provides.  These messages will be sprinkled amidst the 

others, and likewise are aptly titled, “Uniquely John.” 

Reflection questions will be available for both series; 

therefore, this is an excellent opportunity to join a small 

discussion group for a limited time, or commit to 

deepening your faith walk with Christ each week.  Please 

let me or the office know if you are interested in further information.    

INTERIM BISHOP ANNOUNCED – The pandemic has caused disruptions not only in our life 

together, but in the life of our entire denomination.  The postponement of our United Methodist 

worldwide gathering and subsequent regional gatherings to elect and appoint bishops has 

resulted in the potential for a leadership void.  Consequently, our own Bishop Bruce Ough, who 

was due to retire at the end of August 2020, will be staying on through December 2020.  After 

that, Bishop Laurie Haller and Bishop David Bard will be assigned as a 

team to serve the Dakotas/Minnesota Area.  They will be taking this on 

while continuing to serve their current Annual Conferences in Iowa and 

Michigan respectively.  Bishop Bard will assume primary supervisory 

responsibilities for Minnesota, which makes good sense as Bard was an 

elder in Minnesota prior to becoming a bishop.  This assignment begins Jan. 

1, 2021, and continues until another bishop is assigned, but no later than 

Dec. 31, 2021.  Therefore, we will continue to move forward under good 

and strong leadership!  You may click here for more details regarding 

Bishop Bard’s background.   

 

Before signing off, I just want to let you know that Janet and I are about to take another short 

break (I’d say vacation, but we aren’t going anywhere!) from July 15-21.  I will pre-record a 

message for you for worship, and Sue Oelke will be your guide through the rest.  It is time for us 

to sit beside the still waters, focus on the beauty of the world, and be restored.  I pray the same 

for you…  

 

 
          Pastor Jim Beard 
          763-300-9626 cell  

          Email: Pastor@BethelofMound.org   
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